
SARS-2-COV Outbreak Operation 
 
SARS-2-COV (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome - 2 - Corona Virus) is a new flu virus that is 
very infectious with the number of confirmed cases rising exponentially all over the world [1]. 
SARS-2-COV is a viral infection that has an incubation period of up to 14 days. During the 
incubation period, the host can infect others while showing no symptoms. The host is infectious 
before, during and possibly after symptoms are visible. The symptoms include fever, cough and 
difficulty breathing. The symptoms range from mild to severe. People who are older, have 
pre-existing conditions or have a weakened immune system are more likely to experience 
severe symptoms that can lead to death [2]. The virus is transmitted through droplets expelled 
by the host from coughing. The virus may be able to survive on surfaces for up to 9 days. A 
person gets infected when the virus enters their body through the eyes, nose or mouth. To avoid 
infection, it is recommended to keep a distance from people, wash hands regularly and avoid 
touching your face. If an outbreak occurs, hospitals will get overwhelmed and begin to decide 
the order of treatment for a large number of patients. 
 
Institutions need to balance the cost of human health against productivity. UHNF is a shared 
research lab used by graduate students. The UH Office of the Provost has shared information to 
help faculty decide their response to this outbreak. UHNF will remain open during the outbreak 
with the following additional requirements for lab members: 
 

1. Lab members showing symptoms are not allowed to enter the lab 
2. Enter the lab, use hand sanitizer, then use Lysol to spray the door handle 

a. Lysol must wet the surface and air dry to be effective 
3. Lab members must wear a face mask, goggle, gloves and cleanroom gown 

a. The lab will close when we run out of masks 
4. Lab members should keep at least 1-meter distance from each other and minimize 

interaction 
5. If you cough, use isopropyl alcohol to wipe the workstation, place a “Health Hazard” sign 

at the site and leave the lab 
6. If you see the “Health Hazard” sign at a workstation, wipe the workstation with isopropyl 

alcohol before working 
  

https://covid19info.live/
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/coronavirus-age-sex-demographics/


 


